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Mongoloid, Buddhist people. Siam, to use the old name, is unique as a
tropical country o£ the Old World which has remained independent. In
Indo-China the French try to make the cities as much like Paris as pos-
sible, but leave the natives to their old customs elsewhere.
One of the most remarkable features of southeastern Asia is the great
ruins in Cambodia. There, in the neighborhood of Ankhor Wat, ruins
of great temples and other edifices made by a numerous and highly skill-
ful people are scattered through an almost uninhabited jungle. No one
fully understands the circumstances under which these buildings were
constructed, or the causes which led to their abandonment*
The Malay Peninsula
The slender, rugged Malay Peninsula is quite different from the rest of
southeastern Asia. It is politically divided into a northern portion belong-
ing to Thailand, and three British portions known as the Straits Settle-
ments, the Federated Malay States, and the Unfederated Malay States.
Its rough mountains, like those farther north, are inhabited by wild and
uncivilized tribes, especially on the wet east side. Another outstanding
feature is that in addition to the native Malays the peninsula contains
numerous Chinese who form the bulk of the city population. This is due
to the presence of tin mines, rubber plantations, and a great trade route
which goes through the Strait of Malacca between the Malay Peninsula
and the island of Sumatra. In the mines and on the plantations the Chi-
nese make better laborers than either the Malays or people brought from
India. The presence of the Strait has caused the great seaport of Singa-
pore to grow up on a little island at the very tip of the peninsula, and
Chinese workers are needed there, too. Singapore and Penang, on a
similar island farther north, form the Straits Settlements.
The East Indies
Many people fail to realize the great size of the East Indies, or the
magnitude of the contrasts among them as to density of population. Both
these conditions are evident in the following table, where the ten largest
islands of the East Indies are compared with European countries and
parts of the United States as to area, population, and persons per square
mile.
New Guinea is as large as France and Italy combined, or as the eight
states from New York and New Jersey to Illinois and Wisconsin. Its
population of untutored, almost unclothed savages, however, would have
to increase 50-fold to rival that of France and Italy. The next island,
Borneo, is about the size of Turkey or Texas, but has only a fifth as many
inhabitants as Turkey and half as many as Texas. Sumatra, which is a

